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KELSO HERITAGE SOCIETY 
          Logo courtesy of A. Binnie 

June 2021 

NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to the June 2021 issue of our Newsletter. 

Until we are able to host speaker events, we are producing a monthly newsletter with articles of local historical 

interest, quizzes, update information etc. We would welcome your feedback. 

Since January 2021 we have also been holding online talks which are proving to be very popular with our members. 

The events have been shared with Dunse History Society who in turn shared their events. Dunse History Society 

presented the last talk of their season on Wednesday 28th April 2021. 

The final online talk of this season will be held on Tuesday 15th June 2021 when Ian Kille will present - The Geology 

of the Cheviots. 

If you wish to register for this event please email info@kelsoheritagesociety.co.uk by Friday 11th June 2021. The 
details for joining the meeting will be sent to you on 14th June 2021. 

In September we very much hope to be hosting face to face talks and have prepared a syllabus for the year to April 
2022. However in the event that we are unable to achieve this due to continuing restrictions we will continue with a 
programme of zoom talks. 

Milestones 

 

In Britain, the Romans were the first to lay proper metalled roads for moving soldiers across the countryside. After the 

Romans left, the road network went into long term decline, lasting over 1,000 years. Around 1500AD, local parishes 

ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǊƻŀŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мтллΩǎΣ 

travel by road had become so uncomfortable that Trusts were set up to repair and maintain them. Toll roads (and their 

associated Toll houses) created a network across the land, up to around 1850 when the railways became popular. 

 

There are still examples of Toll houses around Kelso (at Skinlaws Toll and Ferneyhill Toll for example). Toll keepers 

extracted money from travellers who would stop at the Turnpike (a spiked gate across the road). The gate would then 

be lifted on payment.  

 

Stone markers were placed at mile intervals along these turnpike roads as indicators to travellers. This was of particular 

interest to coach passengers and also mail coach drivers who charged by the mile, for postal delivery. Although many 

of these stones have been removed or damaged over the years (some perhaps during WW2, so as not to assist the 

enemy), several can still be found, dating back to the very earliest days of travel by coach and horses. 
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The earliest milestone markers were made of StoneΧ.and later Cast Iron. 

 

 

 

A painting showing a mail coach passing a MƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ муллΩǎ 

 

 

An early (leaning) Milestone on the Yetholm Road 
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Kelso Artist, Metal Worker & Blacksmith (and Archaeologist) ς Mr Graeme Walker resetting the Milestone.  

 

 

¢ƘŜ н ƳƛƭŜ Ψ/ŀǎǘ LǊƻƴΩ aƛƭŜǇƻǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ YŜƭǎƻ - Edinburgh Road (before restoration) 
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¢ƘŜ н ƳƛƭŜ Ψ/ŀǎǘ LǊƻƴΩ aƛƭŜǇƻǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōȅ DǊŀŜƳŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 

 


